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On Page
SEO

Site
Promotion

Off Page 
SEO

Black Hat 
SEO

Getting 
Traffic

https://www.webnots.com/what-is-on-page-seo/
https://www.webnots.com/site-promotion-and-analysis-for-seo/
https://www.webnots.com/site-promotion-and-analysis-for-seo/
https://www.webnots.com/what-is-off-page-seo/
https://www.webnots.com/what-is-black-hat-seo/
https://www.webnots.com/do-it-yourself-seo-tutorials/
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Built-in 
Features

Additional 
Features

SEO Plugin

Image 
Optimization

Redirection

Title, Headings, 
Excerpt

Permalinks

Theme 
Functions

WordPress SEO is a balancing act

https://www.webnots.com/yoast-wordpress-seo-plugin-features-and-review/
https://www.webnots.com/how-to-optimize-wordpress-images-with-wp-smush/
https://www.webnots.com/monitor-404-errors-setup-301-redirects-wordpress/
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1. Search Engine Indexing

Ensure to hide your site from search 

engines when it is under 

construction. Select the option 

“Discourage search engines 

from indexing this site” available 

under “Settings > Reading”. This 

setting will stop search engines 

crawling and indexing your under 

construction pages.

Ensure to deselect the checkbox once 

your site is completely ready for live 

world.

Do all your development work 

in staging or localhost 

environment. When the work 

is finished move the changes 

to live site.

https://www.webnots.com/how-to-move-wordpress-localhost-site-to-live-server/


7

Think twice before choosing the 

option, it is highly difficult to 

change this later when your site 

has hundreds of posts.
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2. Enable Permalinks Settings 

WordPress by default uses numbers for 

URLs like http://www.yoursite.com/?p1. 

These non-descriptive URLs are called 

ugly URLs and not useful for users and 

search engines. In order to make your 

URLs more user / search engine friendly, 

you need to activate pretty permalinks so 

that your URLs will be in a readable 

format.

Enable the required permalinks structure 

under “Settings > Permalinks” menu 

in WordPress admin interface.

https://www.webnots.com/what-is-wordpress-permalinks-and-how-to-change-it/


Decide whether to submit www 

or non-www site address. You 

can set the site address under 

“Settings > General” in 

WordPress admin panel. 
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3. Verify Site with Webmaster 
Tools / Search Console

Ensure to add and verify your 

WordPress site in Google Search Console 

and Bing webmaster tools account. This 

informs the search engines that the site is 

reliable and have a verified owner.

 Verify site in Google Search Console

 Verify site in Bing Webmaster Tools

 Verify site in Baidu Webmaster Tools

 Verify site in Yandex Webmaster Tools

https://www.webnots.com/add-and-verify-site-in-google-webmaster-tools/
https://www.webnots.com/add-and-verify-your-site-in-bing-webmaster-tools/
https://www.webnots.com/add-and-verify-site-in-baidu-webmaster-tools/
https://www.webnots.com/add-and-verify-your-site-in-yandex-webmaster-tools/
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Yoast SEO plugin helps to 

create Sitemap index file. You 

can enable or disable required 

post types in XML Sitemap. 
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4. Use XML Sitemap

XML Sitemap helps search engines to 

crawl your content easily. All SEO 

plugins offer automatic creation of XML 

Sitemap for your WordPress site. 

In order to reduce the number of plugins 

we recommend to use Yoast SEO as you 

can combine many other features with 

single plugin.

Once the Sitemap is created, ensure to 

check the Sitemap is accessible on 

browser and submit the correct www or 

non-www version in webmaster tools 

account.

Sitemap Index File Created 

with Yoast SEO Plugin

https://www.webnots.com/xml-sitemap-structure-and-detailed-explanation/
https://www.webnots.com/how-to-submit-sitemap-to-google/
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5. Install Google Analytics

Though installing Google Analytics will 

not directly impact your SEO, it helps to 

monitor the site’s performance. 

Analytics offers huge reports with 

different parameters which you can 

monitor and take corrective actions. 

Instead of Google Analytics, you can 

also use simple statistics tools like 

Jetpack Stats to monitor the traffic 

status quickly. Jetpack Stats helps not 

only monitoring the traffic using 

WordPress mobile app but also checks 

the downtime which Google Analytics 

does not provide.

Most themes by default allow 

you to add Analytics tracking 

code. If not you should add the 

tracking code in “header.php” 

file to verify your installation. 

https://www.webnots.com/how-to-add-google-analytics-in-wordpress-site/
https://www.webnots.com/how-to-monitor-downtime-of-a-wordpress-site/
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Auto redirect will work only when 

you modify the slug in post 

editor. Modifying the slug in 

dashboard view under “Posts > 

All Posts” needs manual 

redirection setup. 
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6. Redirecting Modified Posts

You may be changing the URL of blog 

posts and pages during the time of 

building your site. If not redirected 

properly any links to old URLs will result 

in “404 page not found” error. 

It is recommended to set the auto 

redirection for modified posts so that you 

will not loose search engine ranking of 

the old post URL. 

You can do this easily with the popular 

“Redirection” plugin.

Set Redirects with 

Redirection Plugin

https://www.webnots.com/monitor-404-errors-setup-301-redirects-wordpress/
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7. Use Proper Title and Separator

Your post title is displayed on search 

engines results as a first line and attract 

users to click on it. Use descriptive titles 

less than 65 characters so that it can fit 

the search engine display screen. 

Your site title will be displayed after the 

post title in search engines, so use your 

site’s brand as a site title with appropriate 

separator.

Yoast SEO plugin allows to view the 

Google search snippet view on the post 

editor. This will help to adjust the title 

length before publishing the post.

Yoast SEO Snippet Preview in Post Editor

Titles in Google Search Results

https://www.webnots.com/seo-for-page-titles/
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8. Keyword Density
Generally speaking there is no need of 

worrying about keywords if the content is 

appropriately written. For example, an 

article talks about dogs should 

automatically contains the word “dog” 

fewer times along with the word “dog” 

appear in heading. It is not harm to check 

the appropriate usage of keywords with 

the easy to use plugins. Yoast SEO plugin 

offers built-in content analysis tool to view 

the SEO analysis of your page before 

publishing.

The analysis meta box is shown on each 

post and page with lots of insights like the 

usage, readability, density, etc.

You can also use Google 

AdWords Keyword Planner 

tool to find the high bidding 

words to get higher CPC 

from advertising.

Content Analysis Tool in 

Yoast SEO Plugin

https://www.webnots.com/how-to-choose-right-keywords-for-your-articles/
https://www.webnots.com/google-adwords-tools/
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9. Meta Description

After the title / URL, the next section 

appears in search results is your meta 

description. Search engines will pickup the 

description from excerpt or page content if 

you do not add it separately. 

All WordPress SEO plugins offer meta 

description on each post so that you can 

separately enter the summary of your post 

or you can use the default “excerpt” section. 

 Use your keywords in meta description.

 Use appropriate length (less than 155 

characters) so that the paragraph will not 

get truncated when displayed in search 

engine.

 Ensure to avoid duplicate meta 

description for multiple posts.

Check duplicate meta 

descriptions and titles in Google 

search console under “Search 

Appearance > HTML 

Improvements” section.

Guidelines for Meta Description

https://www.webnots.com/seo-for-meta-description/
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Search engines can find no-

index pages through links from 

other pages. If you want to 

prevent user access then use 

password or server side rules.
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10. Use No-index and No-follow

WordPress does not provide default feature 

to hide only certain pages/posts from 

search engines. For example, you may not 

want “Thank you page”, “Newsletter” or 

“Archive” page is indexed in search 

engines. You need to use plugins to set 

those pages as “No-index” and “No-follow” 

so that search engines will not crawl those 

pages or you need to modify “robots.txt” to 

set such rules.

Individual posts can be hidden from search 

engines using Yoast SEO plugin. Also you 

can disable all unnecessary archives like 

author archives and date archives.

Set No index and nofollow 

with Yoast SEO Plugin

https://www.webnots.com/seo-for-crawlers/
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11. Using Update Services

XML-RPC is a remote procedure call that 

allows WordPress users to send request to 

third party services. WordPress by default 

uses pingomatic server to ping popular 

services whenever a new blog post is 

published. 

You can add your own ping list under 

“Settings > Writing” to update the 

needed services so that people can find the 

latest content of your blog quickly.
There are many ping 

services available on the 

web. Ensure to use the 

reliable list or else you can 

just leave it without changing.

Use “Fetch as Google” option in Search 

Console to request Google to crawl your 

site immediately.

https://www.webnots.com/what-is-fetch-as-google/
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If you worry about the quality of 

external links then set as 

“nofollow”. This will avoid 

passing your page popularity to 

that external link.
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12. Using Internal and External Links

Internal links inform search engines how your 

site is structured and the most linked 

post/page will be considered as highest 

importance. There are many ways you can 

create internal links in WordPress:

 Creating a normal text and image 

hyperlinks within content.

 Use sidebar widgets to display set of 

related and popular posts.

 Show related posts below the content.

 Use footer area to show frequently used 

pages.

Don’t follow paid or unnatural inbound link 

building for SEO purpose. 

Similar to internal links, it is also good idea 

to link quality external links related to your 

article. This will help to get links from other 

authors to your pages.

Use Disavow Links tool to inform Google 

about bad quality links pointing your site. 

Inbound Link Building

Always use descriptive anchor text for links 
instead of using text like “Click Here”.

https://www.webnots.com/seo-for-site-navigation/
https://www.webnots.com/google-disavow-links-tool/
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13. Optimizing Images

Ensure all your images are attached to 

a post and you are redirecting 

attachment URLs to parent post using 

Yoast SEO plugin. This will ensure users 

are redirected to content page instead of 

ending up viewing an image attachment 

page.

Always add “Alt Text” to all images so 

that search engines can understand the 

meaning of the images.

Use plugins like Smush to compress the 

images so that the page can load faster.

Setting Image Attributes

Use Smush Plugin for Image Compression

https://www.webnots.com/how-to-optimize-wordpress-images-with-wp-smush/
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14. Check Page Speed

No one likes the slow loading page 

including search engines. Check your site 

with Google PageSpeed Insights tool and 

take corrective actions suggested.

Also tools like pingdom and Gtmetrix will 

help to get detailed analysis of 

components that cause delay in page 

loading. Find out such issues and resolve 

to improve the page speed.

Use caching plugins like W3 Total Cache 

or Autoptimize to cache and minify your 

content. 

 Use quality web hosting.

 Use less number of images and serve 

them compressed.

 Enable GZIP compression.

 Add .htaccess directive for eliminating 

leverage browser caching issue.

 Minify CSS and script files. 

 Use Content Delivery Network to serve 

static files.

Using AdSense ad codes will 

drastically affect the page 

loading speed which you can’t 

avoid. Also SSL will affect the 

page speed. 

Page Speed Recommendations:

https://developers.google.com/speed/pagespeed/insights/
https://tools.pingdom.com/
https://gtmetrix.com/
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15. Check Mobile Friendliness

Google and other search engines check 

the mobile-friendliness of your site and 

decide the ranking accordingly. 

Hence it is mandatory to use responsive 

themes or separate mobile site to ensure 

your WordPress site is mobile-friendly 

and rank higher. 

Use Google mobile-friendly tester tool to 

check your site is complying to the 

requirements.

Check “Mobile Usability” 

issues under “Search Traffic” 

section of your Google 

Search Console account. 

https://www.webnots.com/seo-for-mobile-site/
https://search.google.com/search-console/mobile-friendly


 Consider using breadcrumbs especially 

when your site is organized categorically.

 Avoid paid link exchanges and third party 

link building services.

 Pay attention to users rather than search 

engines. Create structured content by 

using different level of headings.

 Nofollow all your affiliate links.

 Use HTML Sitemap if required to explain 

the site structure to your users.
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Additional Factors

 Use social profiles to share content and 

get more traffic.

 Set proper redirects between www and 

non www versions. Also between 

HTTP and HTTPS version.

 Use appropriate schema to show rich 

snippets like ratings in the search 

results.

 Use canonical meta tag to avoid 

duplicate content issue.



 SEO Guide for Beginners

 Weebly SEO Guide

 Search Engine Submission Guide

 Sitemap Submission Guide

 WordPress Security Guide
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More eBooks on WebNots

 HTML Beginners Guide

 HTTP Status Codes Guide

 Alt Key Shortcuts Guide

 Google Search Shortcuts Guide

 Weebly Security Guide

📖

https://www.webnots.com/product/free-seo-guide-for-beginners/
https://www.webnots.com/product/free-weebly-seo-guide/
https://www.webnots.com/product/search-engine-submission-guide/
https://www.webnots.com/product/search-engines-sitemap-submission-guide/
https://www.webnots.com/product/wordpress-security-guide/
https://www.webnots.com/product/html-tutorial-ebook-for-beginners/
https://www.webnots.com/product/free-http-status-codes-guide/
https://www.webnots.com/product/alt-key-shortcuts-guide-for-windows/
https://www.webnots.com/product/ultimate-google-search-shortcuts-guide/
https://www.webnots.com/product/download-free-weebly-security-guide/
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